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October 15, 2013

Supervisor Ed Romaine (center right), Assemblyman Fred Thiele (center left), State Senator Ken
 LaValle (center) and the Brookhaven Town Board join with s tudents  from Patchogue-Medford
 and Longwood high schools  to celebrate the adoption of the Carmans  River conservation and

 Management Plan at the October 15 Town Board Meeting.

Conservation Plan Will Protect Over 1,600 Acres In Critical Watershed Area
Farmingville, NY - The Brookhaven Town Board this  evening unanimous ly approved the C armans  River C onservation
and Management P lan. The plan contains  19  categories  of recommendations  to preserve and protec t the  C armans
River. When implemented, it  will  guide land use in the watershed for many years  to come and serve as  a model  for
environmental preservation. This  plan expands  the core area of the C entral P ine Barrens  region by over 1 ,600  ac res
and, for the firs t time in his tory, expands  the compatible growth region as  well. I t promotes  open space acquis itions;
recommends  landmark  nitrate  and sanitary  s tandards; and recommends  a series  of up-zonings  to truly  protec t the
watershed.

Supervisor  Ed  Romaine  said,  "I  want  to  thank  the  Town  Board,  the  committee  and  all  the  s taff  members  and
volunteers  who worked so hard to draft a plan that will forever benefit the C armans  River Watershed. I t's  remarkable
that a previous  plan was  rejec ted by this  board amid such controversy and with little reason to believe that it could
be  resurrec ted  so  quickly.  The  major  difference  is  that  we  chose  to  go  the  route  of  protec ting  the  river,  not
development, as  was  the case with the firs t plan. Now we have a plan that provides  a c lear vis ion of what needs  to be
done  in  order  to  protec t  and  preserve  one  of  our  Town's  most  beautiful  and  environmentally  s ignificant  natural
assets ."

The C armans  River is  one of Brookhaven's  most c ritical  natural resources . P rotec ting it not only  protec ts  the river
watershed, but our drinking water and the Great South Bay. Brookhaven now has  the opportunity to better protec t the
C armans  River and its  watershed. In so  doing, we  can demonstrate  a  fair, s traightforward, cos t  and time  effic ient
method for equitable water resource protec tion in relation to improvements  in where and how we live, work, and enjoy
ourselves . The C armans  River C onservation and Management P lan intends  to promote c lear water and its  protec ted
land, with a c lear purpose, by a c lear process .

A ttending  the  meeting  and  speaking  on the  plan were  s tudents  and  teachers  from the  Longwood and  P atchogue-



Medford school dis tric ts  that recently  engaged in hands-on sc ience exploration of the C armans  River. The program
was  conceived  to  help  s tudents  develop  an  apprec iation  for  and  knowledge  of the  C armans  River  ecosys tem; to
collec t useful  sc ientific  data in regard to the river's  s tatus  and to allow s tudents  to become s tewards  of the river's
water quality and natural resources .

C ounc ilwoman C onnie  Kepert  said, "A s  the  C ounc ilwoman representing the  communities  within the  C armans  River
C orridor, I  am proud to be a part of this  landmark legis lation that is  a major s tep forward in the preservation of this
river  that  is  of  great  ecological,  soc ietal,  and  his torical  s ignificance.  I  have  always  been  an  advocate  of  the
dedication of open space funds  to the purchase of sens itive land surrounding this  prec ious  natural resource, and have
proudly sponsored and passed legis lation which has  protec ted c ritical parcels  within the corridor."

"This  is  a great example of how government can work hand-in-hand with the community to do the right thing for the
environment and the  people,"  said C ounc ilman T im Mazzei. "I  was  very  happy  to  throw my full  support  behind the
Supervisor's  plan and I  thank all those who were respons ible for drafting a document that we can all be proud of."

C ounc ilwoman Kathleen Walsh said, "By  presenting a  plan that  takes  into  account  the  concerns  of res idents , the
Supervisor was  able  to  reach a  consensus  among the  Town Board to  adopt. C learly, this  plan is  the  result  of hard
work  by  many people  over the  pas t few years , most of whom were  volunteers , and I  thank  them for making such a
great contribution to our Town."

"Unlike the plan that was  rejec ted during the previous  adminis tration, this  one places  the focus  on exac tly where it
should  be; conservation, protec tion  and  preservation  of  the  river,"  said  C ounc ilwoman  Bonner. "I  commend  the
Supervisor  for  keeping  the  entire  process  open  and  transparent  to  the  public ,  lis tening  to  their  concerns  and
encouraging  input  from  the  Town  C ounc il.  This  is  a  landmark  plan  that  will  secure  the  ecological  future  of  the
C armans  River Watershed for generations  to come."

"A lthough  no  legis lative  endeavor  is  ever  perfec t,  this  C armans  River  P lan  is  much  improved  from  las t  year's
following many of the sugges tions  made by the four counc il members  who had refused to vote in favor of las t year's
vers ion. I t will greatly improve protec tion of this  nationally recognized river sys tem. Most s ignificantly, it leaves  land
use and development dec is ion-making in the hands  of the people's  representatives , the Town Board. Therefore, the
public  can continue to hold their elec ted offic ials  accountable for these dec is ions . In many ways  this  is  a triumph for
those who refused to compromise away fundamental powers  of our local town representatives  who hold them in trus t
for our res idents ."
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